
The Chairman

Legislative Council Select Committee into Local Government
Parliament House

4 Harvest Tce

WEST PERTH WA 6005

Select Committee into Local Government

Dear Sir

With new Legislation being proposed it is time to revisit the issue of Amalgamations of Local Governments to
improve the efficiency and effectiveness of Local Government in delivering the services to the residents in
the State of Western Australia?

Waste disposal is an important role for Councils, many are forming Regional Councils to provide an effective
service, this is at great expense when considering resource recovery and the current range of processes

employed across the State, should the State Government contribute to fund these facilities?

With the Ministers desire that Councillors be trained to Diploma level are there any other training providers
i. e. TAFE, being required to offer this training? Currently WALGA is the only organisation providing the
training. This is at a cost to each Local Government or the elected member, If the result is to have a

"Professional Board" running the Council, where will local representation community members fit into the
big picture.

From an external viewpoint it appears that the Department of Local Government are stepping away from
their former role of supervising Councils and this role is being filled by WALGA. Is this in the best interests of
Local Government?
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The current Act provides for the CEO to Iiaise with the Shire President/Mayor. The CEO is employed by the
Council but he only reports to the President/Mayor. This can lead to an unhealthy relationship between the
two persons, especially if both are strong willed and have agendas that are not in harmony.
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In days gone by elected members were not paid, the system worked well with councillors only able to claim
expenses, has there any improvement in the service to their communities by paying Councillors?
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While the new Legislation will cover all Local Governments across the State of Western Australia it should

recognise that there are vast differences between the City and the Country Councils.

I look forward to Your findings.

Yours faithfully

Kevin Trent OAM RFD JP

27 August 201.9




